
Institute:  Elm Street School                                      Date: August 2008 
Unit Designer: Donna Murphy             Subject/Topic Areas: Art, Writing, History 
Grade: 4   
Anchor Work and Artist: Looking East From Denny Hill, Ralph Earl  Collection of 
WAM 
Theme: Landscape 
Time Frame: Art classes are 55 minutes long.  
 
Unit Overview 
The unit will consist of lessons revolving around the painting Looking East From Denny 
Hill, by Ralph Earl. This painting is in the collection of Worcester Art Museum and will 
have been viewed by all third graders during their field trip to the museum in May. The 
fourth graders will thus draw on prior knowledge from the museum. 
All third graders also created a simple landscape in art class and will draw on that 
understanding when viewing this landscape. 
The lessons will involve having the students observe and discuss art, learn techniques of 
color and landscape, create two landscapes and involve interdisciplinary lessons of 
history and writing and mathematics. 
It is essential in this day and age to involve students in interdisciplinary lessons and 
reinforce the subjects of history, writing and mathematics.  The visual arts extend across 
the curriculum and can be used to help students gain higher knowledge and apply it to all 
subjects. 
This unit will start the students with viewing and discussing art. They will have no prior 
knowledge of this painting or the artist.  They will be allowed to view and discuss this 
painting with no right or wrong answers.  This is in direct relation to the Visual Art 
Strategies taught at the Museum of Fine Art in Boston.  The answers the students give are 
validated by having the teacher repeat part of the student’s answer in a positive manner.  
This encourages all students to answer without fear of rejection. As in Jessica Davis’ 
museum game, “researchers have demonstrated that, depending on age and experience, 
individuals seem to respond to works of art in five, fairly predictable, sequential stages 
that develop from very simple sensory responses to complex constructions of in formed 
personal understanding.” 
The next lesson will focus on finding out information about the painting and the artist by 
using the technology available on the computer. The Worcester Art Museum website 
offers a comprehensive analysis on the painting and the artist. Many intriguing bits of 
information will keep students interested in the quest on the web. Ralph Earl disguised 
himself as a servant of John Money to elude imprisonment during the Revolutionary War. 
Earl’s house still stands in Paxton, Massachusetts and a photo accompanies the text.   
David Brigham’s article on the painting is also found online.  As students make 
connections between the cities of Worcester, Leicester, and Shrewsbury, they can take it 
one step further to researching what these cities look like now. 
The third lesson will continue with the understanding that the students have gained and 
allow them to try their hand at a landscape, learning about color, light and shadow and 
the components of a landscape. 
The fourth lesson ties in the important strand of writing across the curriculum and lets 
students put themselves in the time period and write in the first person. 



Lastly, students create their own landscapes of Gardner, Massachusetts, following in the 
footsteps of the wonderful Gardner artists Joseph Gemborys and Harrison Cady. 
 
We will discuss the essential questions as relating to the painting and relating to the 
artwork that the students will be creating.  This will show the students the importance of 
having artworks as an historical document as well as for the aesthetic purposes of 
enjoyment. The idea of painting in the 1700’s was one of need as well. Itinerant painters 
traveled around the country creating visual records of families at a time when 
photography was not in existence. The students will be able to use technology to access 
images and information on the painting.  They will also see how technology can restore 
artwork and give us previously unknown information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson #1   
 

 LOOKING AT ART  
 From the painting, Looking East from Denny Hill, by Ralph Earl, in the collection of 

WAM. 
 



 
 
 

Overview for Lesson 
 

This lesson will integrate English Language Art with Visual Art, and Mathematics with 
Visual Art. Students will break into groups and use the looking game by Jessica Davis. 



Each group will discuss the ten questions in the game in groups of three, with each group 
having a poster of the landscape painting, Looking East from Denny Hill. This is the 
anchor work that will be used throughout the five lessons. In this first lesson, the students 
will have no knowledge about the painting. The students will write in their journals and 
discuss what they see and feel in the painting.  
 

Guiding Question 
“What can we learn from studying the art of others?” 

 
 

State Learning Standards 
 

#’s 5.1, 5.2, 5.5, 5.10, 6.1, 6.3 
5.1 In the course of making and viewing art, learn ways of discussing it, such as by 

making a list of all of the images seen in an artwork (visual inventory); and 
identifying kinds of color, line, texture, shapes, and forms in the work. 

6.1  When viewing examples of visual arts, ask and answer questions such as, “What is 
the artist trying to say?” “Who made this, and why?” “How does this work make me 
feel? 

 
These two standards as well as the others will give students the knowledge they need to 
view art for themselves and ask questions.  This viewing and discussion will also lead to 
writing stories and poetry. 
 

Objectives and Assessments 
 

1. To have students generate ideas on how to view and discuss works of art and 
write about it in their art journals. The assessments will be in the form of group 
sharing, teacher monitoring and the journals themselves. 

2. Students will be able to recognize colors, texture, shape, line and overlay. 
Students will be able to describe the way the painting made them feel in their own 
words.  Students will be able to classify the painting as a landscape. Students will 
be able to find the underlying structure of a landscape, and eventually design their 
own landscape in one of the future lessons. Students will discuss objects they see 
in the painting after careful review and looking closely at the prints provided.  
This lesson is to be on a fourth grade level, but students with disabilities may have 
modifications.  These modifications may include a one on one discussion with the 
teacher, in which the teacher may lead the student to the answers more readily 
than in a group. 

3.  Students will self assess in their journals which will be shared in class and 
viewed and commented on by the teacher. Informal checks will be conducted 
during the lesson by teacher observations and oral questions. 

4. The teacher and students will apply the content learning and increased process 
skills by moving on to the next lesson of finding out the actual history of the 
painting after finding out about the process of the painting. 



5. Students will demonstrate they have gained new ideas and understandings by 
sharing their findings with teacher and classmates and in the final products of 
their own landscape paintings. 

6. In this lesson, student learning will be rated by the information written down in 
their art journals.  Positive comments will be written in each journal along with a 
sticker. After each student has a number of stickers, they will receive a prize. 

 
 

Vocabulary 
 

Color-The property of objects that depends on the light that they reflect and is perceived 
as red, blue, green or other shades. 
 Line- A long mark or stroke made on or in a surface. 
 Shape-The outline of something’s form 
 Form- The shape or structure of a thing that gives it its distinctive character. 
 Texture- The feel and appearance of a surface, especially how rough or smooth it is. 
 Feeling- A particular impression, appearance, effect, or atmosphere sensed from 
something. 
 Contrast- An effect created by placing or arranging very different things such as colors, 
shades, or textures next to each other.  The difference, or the use of differences, between 
the lightest and the darkest parts of something to create a special effect in a painting. 
Overlay- To superimpose or cover an image. To spread over the surface.  
Mile=5,280 feet 
Acre-4,840 square yards 
Square mile=640 acres 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Materials 
 

Blue books, pencils, copies of Jessica Davis’ game, handouts of vocabulary list. 
 
 

Engaging Experience 
 

To get the learners attention the teacher will review the artwork of Vincent Van Gogh 
through the book by Mike Venezia and Van Gogh posters.  These were viewed when 
students were in grade 3.  We will review the discussion on contrast of color, bright and 
dull, lines and shapes, positioning of objects, center of interest, and layering of paint. 
 

Lesson Activities 
 



 
Students will view the painting, Looking East from Denny Hill, which will be displayed 
on the classroom television via the computer. Students will count off in threes and sit 
together in those groups.  Students in groups of three will also have an 11x17 color print 
of the painting to share in front of them.  They will receive a copy of the game by Jessica 
Davis and will be asked to do the pre-game question, then the ten questions and the post-
game questions. Question nine will be eliminated in their copy.  Teacher will then lead a 
discussion on the questions with students providing their input and feelings. 
 
Students will each take their journal and a pencil and proceed to write down everything 
they see in the painting pertaining to color, line, shape, form, texture, and how the 
painting makes them feel, along with objects and people.  Upon closer review, students 
will see two women walking with parasols, men working in the fields with different 
colored shirts on, hay being stacked in a line, and cattle. 
 
Students will be asked two bonus questions.   

1. Approximately how many structures appear in this landscape?  Answer = 65 
2.  Approximately how many acres of land do you think this landscape portrays? 

Answer=431 
 
The unit of measure for miles and acres will be discussed in proportion with other 
landscapes and identifying landmarks. 
 
Students will share their findings with the class.  The teacher will write comments in the 
journals and return to the students during the next art class. 
 
This lesson should take one 55 minute art class. 
  

 
                                                                 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Lesson #2   
 

SOLVE THE HISTORY MYSTERY 
 From the painting, Looking East from Denny Hill, by Ralph Earl, in the collection of 

WAM. 
 
 
 



Overview for Lesson 
 

This lesson will integrate technology with visual art, having the class break into groups 
and find out all they can about the painting, the artist and how the area looks today. 
 
 

Guiding Question 
“What can artworks tell us about a society?” 

 
 

State Learning Standards 
 

#’s 1.10, 9.5, 10.3 
 
1.10 Use electronic technology for reference. 
9.5  Identify and describe examples of how technological development in one artistic 
domain can influence work in other artistic domains. 
10.3 Continue and apply knowledge of cultural institutions to learning in the arts and 
other disciplines. Examples of this include: 
Studying architectural plans and photographs in a historical society to trace the evolution 
of a neighborhood or urban landscape. 
 
These three standards will give the students the knowledge they need to find the history 
of the painting and the artist.  This technology will also give them the knowledge to find 
a present map site and what the area looks like today. 
 
 

Objectives and Assessments 
 

7. To have students be able to use the computer to find information successfully and 
to have students self assess to see the positive and negative aspects of this lesson. 

8.  Students will be able to identify specific websites needed for the information they 
are seeking about the painting. They will be able to take this information and 
describe it to others.  Students will be able to take the knowledge they now have 
of computer skills and apply it to other subjects where information is required. 
Students will analyze the landscape as it was then and as it is now. Students will 
compare and contrast the landscape, styles of dress, environment, and social roles 
then and now. This lesson is at grade level 4, but students with disabilities may 
have modifications. These modifications may be allowing the student to verbally 
give an answer, without having to write it, or having another student transcribe 
that students’ information. 

9. The teacher and students will apply the content learning and increase process 
skills by moving on to the next lesson of creating colors for their landscape. 



10. Students will demonstrate they have gained new ideas and understandings by 
sharing their findings with teacher and classmates and in the final products of 
their own landscape paintings. 

11. In this lesson, student learning will be rated by the information written down in 
their art journals, and by the discussion in class of the positive or negative 
experiences in looking up information on the computer.   

 
 

Vocabulary 
 

 
Website-In computer science, file of information located on a server connect to the World 
Wide Web.   
Search Engine- Program that helps computer users find information stored on a network 
of computers.  For example, Dogpile, Yahoo, Google. 
Computer mouse-Common pointing device used with computers. Using the point and 
click or double click modes. 
 
 

 
Materials 

 
Computer lab, two computers in the art room, Worcester Art Museum books with 
painting description.  Pencils, art journal. 
 

Engaging Experience 
 

To get the learner’s attention, teacher will show 5 different posters of paintings that the 
class has never seen and ask the students to choose one. The artist and title will be the 
only information known about the painting.  Students and teacher will then go to the 
computer and search for the painting and artist online.  Students will see how easy it is to 
find information and copy it on paper or print out.  
 
 

Lesson Activities 
 

In this second lesson, students will be given the name of the painting, Looking East from 
Denny Hill, and the name of the artist, Ralph Earl.  Students will be grouped together by 
5 or 6 depending on the number of students in each class. Each student will receive their 
art journal and a pencil.  Each group will be assigned a computer in the art room or a 
computer in the second or third floor computer lab.  Arrangements for this will be made 
with the computer lab teacher beforehand.  Students who do not feel comfortable with the 
computer may use the WAM reference books, maps and photos of Worcester for their 
group.  Students will be given a paper with the three items to look for.   
1. Information on the painting itself.   



2. Information on the artist. 
3. Information on the area of the painting today.  
Each group will decide what information is important. Each student in the group will be 
assigned a task. Each group will have 25 minutes to compile the information.  Photos or 
pictures may be printed out to share with the class. All groups will be monitored and 
assisted by the art teacher and the computer lab teachers. The teacher might assist the 
students in finding the correct Denny Hill as there is one in Oregon as well as in 
Massachusetts.  
The groups will then meet in the art room to share information about the painting, artist, 
and area as it is now. 
The teacher will write this information on the board for comparison and discussion. 
Assessment will be in the form of student self assessment of the project. 
 
This lesson will take one 55 minute art class. 
 
 
 
 

Lesson #3   
 

BASICS OF A LANDSCAPE, CREATE YOUR OWN DENNY HILL 
 From the painting, Looking East from Denny Hill, by Ralph Earl, in the collection of 

WAM. 
 
 
 

Overview for Lesson 
 

This lesson will allow students to create artwork from direct observation of a painting. 
Students will apply their knowledge of the color wheel in creating a variety of colors.  
Students will have an understanding of the techniques of landscape painting. 
 

Guiding Question 
“What is the artistic process?” 

 
 

State Learning Standards 
 

#’s 1.1, 1.5, 2.1, 2.4, 2.6, 2.7, 3.1 
 
1.1 Use a variety of materials and media. 
1.5 Expand the repertoire of 2D art processes, techniques and materials with wet, dry, 
stippled, blended, wash effects etc. 
2.1 For color, explore and experiment with the use of color in dry and wet media. Identify 
primary and secondary colors and gradations of black, white and gray. 
2.4 Identify simple shapes of different sizes. 



2.6 Demonstrate an understanding of foreground, middle ground, and background. 
2.7 For color, use and be able to identify values, intermediate shades, tints, tones, 
complementary colors. 
3.1 Create 2D artwork from direct observation. 
 
 
These standards will give the students the knowledge they need to create a color palette 
with tints, tones and shades and to create a landscape showing distance.  
 
 

Objectives and Assessments 
 

12. Students will understand the artistic process of brainstorming, sketching, and 
applying color to create a successful landscape. 

13. Students will be able to successfully blend a variety of colors and use that 
knowledge in future works of art.  Students will understand how to read a color 
wheel, blend, and know the components of a landscape and how to create one. 
This lesson is on a grade 4 level, but those students who are integrated into the art 
class room as resource or lifeskills students may modify this lesson by creating it 
on a smaller piece of paper and using materials that they can handle, such as 
crayons or colored pencils.  They may also use cut paper to represent the 
foreground, middleground and background and place cut shapes on top of that. 

14. The teacher will assess the students throughout the lesson by a system of informal 
visual and verbal checks on each individual student as they complete a 
preliminary sketch and start their final copy and color.  The teacher will ask 
verbal questions using the vocabulary words.  Students will use their art journal to 
begin sketches and record their ideas as they progress step by step with their 
landscape.  There will be a 20 question test at the end of the project involving 
short answers, open ended questions and drawing.  These questions will all be on 
landscape and the painting we have been studying. 
The teacher and students will apply the content learning and increase process 
skills by completing the landscape with the correct components, horizon line, 
foreground, middleground and background, and completing the test showing their 
knowledge. 

15. The students will demonstrate they have gained new ideas and understandings by 
a discussion at the end of each class, by viewing each other’s landscapes and by 
looking back in their art journals to see what they learned that was new. 

16. The teacher will rate students’ learning by giving them a rubric at the beginning 
of class and having them fill it out at the end of the project.  The rubric will 
include use of color, use of line, shape, use of landscape components, and 
discussion with others. 

 
 

Vocabulary 
 

 



Foreground- The part of a picture or scene that appears nearest the viewer. This area 
would have the most detail, and larger objects, with more vibrant color. 
Middleground- The part of a picture in between the foreground and background. 
Background- The part of a picture that appears to be in the distance or behind.  This area 
would have less detail, objects would be smaller and appear faded. 
Tint- A color mixed with white to give low saturation and high lightness. 
Tone- A shade of a color, the overall blend of color and light. 
Shade- To darken part of a drawing or picture using pencil, ink or some other dark 
medium. 
Complementary- Opposite colors. 
Values- The lightness or darkness of a color. 
Landscape-A painting of scenery, especially  rural scenery.  
Horizon line- The line in the farthest distance where the land seems to meet the sky. 
 
 

 
Materials 

 
Poster paints                                                                   12”X18” white poster board 
Watercolor oil pastels                                                     Pencils 
9”x12” white paper                                                            Art Journal 
Paper towels  
Paper Plates (for palettes)                                                                    
Brushes 
Water cups 
 
 

Engaging Experience 
 

Students will be reminded of the simple landscape they created in grade 3 with 
watercolor oil pastels.  We will review color blending. 
Students will be told of the aspects of the painting, Looking East from Denny Hill.  Some 
of these aspects may have already been discussed in Lesson 2, from their findings on the 
websites.  We will discuss some of the facts about the painting listed on the WAM 
website; 
*In the painting, the dark area of the clouds originally looked more purple.   
*The figures in the painting were added last with a wet on dry technique.   
*Many of the figure and animals are now thinned and appear transparent.   
*There is an underlying dark red ground layer with the greens on top. That will lead to a 
discussion on complementary colors.  
*The painting is 950 feet above sea level and was painted from the vantage point of a 
farmhouse.  *The painting was last treated in 1981 and had several coats of varnish. 
The CD from WAM will be shown with the X-Ray of the Freake family portraits. We 
will discuss how technology is used to find out clues about the painting and frames and 
how restoration is done.  Discussion of art professions will be included. 
 



 
Lesson Activities 

 
In this third lesson, students will start by reviewing their art journals from Lessons 1 & 2. 
The information in their journals will provide them with the colors, line, shape and 
texture they saw in the painting, along with the information they found on the websites. 
Students will receive a rubric on the landscape so they will know what is expected of 
them in the completed landscape. 
Students will take a 9”X12” piece of white paper and using poster paint or watercolor oil 
pastels create a palette of just greens.  They will make 12 circles or squares in pencil and 
then fill those in by using green with white, then green with blue, then green with yellow, 
until all the circles have been filled in with various shades, tones and tints of green.  
Students will then take two more 9”X12” papers and complete the same process with two 
other colors they know they will be using in the landscape. 
Students will make a preliminary sketch of the landscape, “Looking East from Denny 
Hill” in their art journals, and record their findings of their color exploration. 
Each student will start on the 12”X18” white poster board and lay in the background 
colors with their choice of poster paint or oil pastels.  They will use the blending 
technique, wet on wet, or stippling to achieve texture.  After this portion is dry, students 
will add in the trees, people, animals and buildings. 
After the project is completed, students will prepare them for a display in the school 
lobby. 
Students will take a short test and complete the rubrics they received at the beginning of 
the class. 
 
 
This lesson should take approximately four 55 minute art classes. 
 
 
 

Lesson #4   
 

WHO OR WHAT WOULD YOU BE BACK THEN? WRITING IN THE FIRST 
PERSON 

 From the painting, Looking East from Denny Hill, by Ralph Earl, in the collection of 
WAM. 

 
 
 

Overview for Lesson 
 

This lesson will allow students to write a story about the painting as if they were there, or 
they were the painter. This lesson will integrate the English Language Arts with the 
Visual Arts. 
 

Guiding Question 



“What can we learn from studying the art of others?” 
 
 

State Learning Standards 
 

#’s 10.1, 10.2 
 
10.1 Use visual arts skills to illustrate understanding of a story read in English language 
arts. 
10.2 Use research skills from history and social science to develop a monologue for a 
character from history. 
 
These standards will give the students the knowledge they need to create a character from 
the painting. This character may be the painter himself, one of the workers, the ladies, or 
one of the animals in the painting. 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Objectives and Assessments 
 

17. Students will be able to use their imagination in this lesson and create a character 
from 1796.  Students will write in the first person as one of the people or animals 
in the painting, or as the artist himself.  Students will be able to look up 
information on this time period on the computer as they did in Lesson 2.  

18. Students will be able to brainstorm and create a character from the painting. They 
will write a brief introduction and then complete a one page story. This paper may 
be typed as time permits.  Each student will read his/her paper in front of the 
class.  These stories will be copied and put into book form.  This lesson is for a 
fourth grade level, but may be modified for those students who have trouble with 
writing.  Those students may draw a picture of the character and have help writing 
a brief description of the character.  An extension of the lesson would be to have 
each student draw a picture of the character they created. 

19. The teacher and students will apply the content learning and increase process 
skills by creating a poem in the next lesson of Chinese brush painting. 

20. Students will demonstrate they have gained new ideas and understandings by 
sharing their stories with their classmates and creating a book from all the stories 
to put in our school library. 



21. Students will receive a grade on their stories.  Teacher and other students will 
have already helped each student with content, vocabulary, spelling and grammar. 

 
 

Vocabulary 
 

Character- A set of qualities that make somebody or something distinctive, especially 
somebody’s qualities of mind and feeling, behavior and appearance. 
Who?, What?, When?, Where?, Why?, How?  
Story- A factual or fictional account of an event or series of events. 
 
 

 
 

Materials 
 

Pencil, lined paper, art journals 
 
 
 

Engaging Experience 
 
The teacher will read a story she wrote from viewing a painting in the WAM collection. 
This story is in the first person and relates to the painting of the girl with the violin.  
Students will be shown a print of this painting. 
The class will engage in a discussion of this story and then brainstorm other ideas that 
they may use for a story to go with this painting. 
 

Lesson Activities 
 

In this foruth lesson, students will brainstorm a character to create while looking at the 
painting, “Looking East from Denny Hill.”  Students will write a few descriptive words in 
their art journals about their character.  They will work on the where, why, how, when, 
what of their character and other characters that might not be present in the painting, but 
would fit into the story.  Students will also use information from their journals from 
Lesson 2 regarding what the time period was like in 1796. 
Students will share their preliminary ideas with the class and the teacher will work on 
enhancing the idea. Students will be reminded that they are to become the character and 
write in the first person. 
Students will start their final copy on a piece of white lined paper. Revisions will be 
made after a one on one discussion with student and teacher. 
Students will read their story in front of the class.  The stories will be typed and put in 
book form. As time permits, each student may create an illustration of their character. 
 
This lesson will take approximately two 55 minute art classes.  



 
 
 
 

Lesson #5   
 

LET’S PAINT A LANDSCAPE OF GARDNER 
 From the painting, Looking East from Denny Hill, by Ralph Earl, in the collection of 

WAM. 
 
 
 

Overview for Lesson 
 

This lesson will allow students to paint their own landscapes after viewing Harrison 
Cady’s and Joseph Gemborys’ landscapes of Gardner, Massachusetts. 
 
 

Guiding Question 
“What if we didn’t have the arts in our world?” 

 
 

State Learning Standards 
 

#’s 1.5, 2.4, 2.6, 2.7, 3.4, 4.2 
 
3.4  Create 2D representational artwork from direct observation in order to develop skills 
of perception, discrimination, physical coordination, and memory of detail. 
4.2  Select works for exhibition and work as a group to create a display. 
 
 
 
 

Objectives and Assessments 
 

1.  Students will see the value in a painting as a means to gain and preserve information 
about a particular area. The students will create their own landscapes from memory, 
photos or direct observation.  They may choose a landscape they see from their homes or 
of their homes, our school, a vacation spot, or one of Gardner’s landmarks. 
2.  Students will be able to recognize and identify Gardner landmarks from viewing the 
paintings of local artist Joseph Gemborys and the late Gardner born artist Harrison Cady.  
Students will apply their understanding of the color wheel and create a unique, original 
landscape of Gardner. 
3.  Students will be assessed with a rubric which will include originality.  This rubric will 
be given to the students before the lesson begins. The students and teacher will apply the 



content learning and skills to the social studies lessons on our area.  The students will 
demonstrate new ideas and understandings by writing a short paragraph in their art 
journals about what it would be like if we didn’t have any of the paintings of Gardner to 
view. Students will have their landscapes displayed in the local library for Youth Art 
Month in March.   
 

 
Vocabulary 

 
This will be a review of the same vocabulary in Lesson 3 
 
Foreground- The part of a picture or scene that appears nearest the viewer. This area 
would have the most detail, and larger objects, with more vibrant color. 
Middleground- The part of a picture in between the foreground and background. 
Background- The part of a picture that appears to be in the distance or behind.  This area 
would have less detail.  Objects would be smaller and appear faded. 
Tint- A color mixed with white to give low saturation and high lightness. 
Tone- A shade of a color, the overall blend of color and light. 
Shade- To darken part of a drawing or picture using pencil, ink or some other dark 
medium. 
Complementary- Opposite colors. 
Monochromatic-Values of only one color. 
Analagous –Colors next to each other on the color wheel 
Values- The lightness or darkness of a color. 
Landscape-A painting of scenery, especially  rural scenery.  
Horizon line- The line in the farthest distance where the land seems to meet the sky. 
 

 
 

Materials 
 
 

Pencil 
Art Journal 
Sketching paper 
12”X18” white poster paper 
Poster Paint 
Brushes 
Water Cups 
Paper Plates (for palettes) 
Paper Towels 
Photos brought in by students 
Photos and postcards of Gardner 
 

Engaging Experience 



 
The teacher will show students the painting by Harrison Cady of the Gardner Skating 
Party from the early 1900’s.  The teacher will read excerpts from the biography of 
Harrison Cady relating how he loved to sketch as a young boy in Gardner. 
Students will have a visit from Joseph Gemborys who will discuss his artwork and life in 
Gardner. 

 
 
 
 

Lesson Activities 
 

In this fifth lesson, students will create another landscape, but this time it will be of 
Gardner. 
Students will sketch a preliminary landscape on sketch paper and in their journals.  
Students will use a photograph from home, or ones provided by the teacher.  Students 
may also choose to do a landscape by direct observation, looking out the classroom 
windows or back door. Students will use the 12”X18” white poster paper and sketch their 
idea. Students will discuss color and placement with the teacher and begin to paint their 
backgrounds with poster paints.  Each student will receive a brush, poster paints of their 
choosing, paper plates for palettes and mixing, a paper towel, and a water cup. 
Students will review blending, complementary, analogous, monochromatic, primary, and 
secondary colors, tint, tone and shade, highlighting, and shadow. 
Students will paint in details, highlights and shadows after the background is dry. 
Students will prepare their paintings for the March exhibit at the local library with 
descriptions of the Gardner landscape that they painted. 
 
This lesson should take approximately four 55 minute art classes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


