
 

Kelly J. Kelley 

6th grade unit  

Introduction to Pop Art 

 This unit will introduce the art movement called Pop 

Art. We will look at the art movement as a whole as well as 

how it can be adapted to fit today’s society. We will look 

at works from different artists from Pop Art but mainly 

focus on Andy Warhol. We will use his 100 Campbell soup 

cans as our anchor piece for the unit. Students will use 

the work of Andy Warhol as inspiration for their own piece 

of art work as well as experience other areas of the art 

world. They will experience installation art, art 

criticism, intuitive response, and use critical thinking 

skills to look at the aesthetic beauty of art. Students 



will also have the opportunity to create their own piece of 

modern Pop Art. 

 The first lesson of the unit will be an introduction 

to Pop Art using questioning as a pre-assessment tool of 

knowledge of the subject. By the end of the lesson the 

students will have a substantial base knowledge of what Pop 

Art is and who Andy Warhol is. Students will feel 

comfortable with the ideas of Warhols 100 Campbell soup 

cans. Students will continue the unit by taking the 

information taught in the lecture discussion to continue 

their journey of Pop Art utilizing multiple learning styles 

and processes. 

 The second lesson will have students look at images 

from the Pop Art movement as well as from more classic 

paintings and respond to it intuitively. They will debate 

the philosophical question of “What is considered art?” and 

“Who constitutes something as art?” By the end of the 

lesson they will gain an understanding of Warhol’s 

philosophies of art that drove him to create such works. 

 The third lesson of the unit will be a brainstorm of 

products in popular culture today. The class will then vote 

on what item they would like to use as an installation 

piece of art for the school. 



 In the fourth Lesson students will draw the item voted 

on from the previous lesson. One drawing will be selected 

as the template for the final Pop Art piece for the class. 

 The fifth lesson will allow students to use multiple 

materials to complete their own Pop Art. When complete the 

students will collaboratively install the piece of art. 

Students will reflect personally and in a group about the 

piece.  

This unit will meet all of the Massachusetts State 

standards and strands one through ten. 

An inventory of student learning styles will already have 

been assessed on the first day of the term. This will be 

done by a questionnaire. For this unit I am under the 

impression that I will be teaching to multiple learning 

styles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelly Kelley                                    Lesson 1 

Grade 6 

50 minute period 

Lesson Plan Title: Introduction to Pop Art 

Anchor Work: 100 Campbell’s soup cans by Andy Warhol 

Overview: To Learn about the Pop Art Movement through the 

work of Andy Warhol 

Guiding Questions: Does anyone know what Pop art is? Can 

you recall a famous Pop artist? Does anyone recognize 

seeing this work before? What can you tell me about it? 

What is your first impression of this work? 

Standards Addressed: 

Connection Strand 6. Purposes of the Arts 



7. Roles of Artists in communities 

8.Concepts of style, Stylistic influences, and stylistic 

change. 

9. Inventions, Technologies, and the arts 

10. Interdisciplinary connections 

Objective: Students will be introduced to the Pop Art 

Movement, artists from that period, in particular Andy 

Warhol, and gain an understanding of why this art was 

created. Students will also gain knowledge of 

distinguishing characteristics of Pop Art. 

Pre-Assessment: Pre-assessment will be conducted through 

questioning. 

Assessment tool: The worksheet will assess if students 

gained knowledge of Pop Art and can make connections 

between Pop Art and current popular culture icons and 

commercialism. 

Vocabulary: 

Pop Art 

Required Materials: Images of Pop art including but not 

limited to Andy Warhols Campbells soup cans, Brillo Boxes, 

Marilyn Monroe, Coca Cola. Roy Lichtenstein’s comic book 

like images. Claus Oldenburg sculpture images. 

Engaging Experience: Pre-Assessment Questioning 

Who can tell me what Pop Art is or thinks it is? 



Describe to me what you think Pop Art stands for. 

Can you name any artists from the Pop Art movement? 

How many of you can recall seeing this picture before?     

(show Andy Warhols’ Campbells soup cans)  

Show other pieces of Pop art and ask for students first 

impressions of the works. 

Lesson_: Introductory lecture & discussion of Pop Art 

Step 1: Define Pop Art 

 A style of art which seeks its inspiration from commercial art and items of mass culture (such as 

comic strips, popular foods and brand name packaging). Pop art was first developed in New York 

City in the 1950's and soon became the dominant avant-garde art form in the United States. 

www.progressiveart.com/art_terms.htm 

Show images of Pop art from Roy Lichtenstein, Andy Warhol, 

Claus Oldenburg. Point out how each artist used popular 

culture as inspiration and mocked commercialism. I will 

tell about Andy Warhols life, how he discovered Pop art, 

and his philosophies on Pop art.  

Describe the characteristics of Pop art including bright, 

colorful images, simple images, and images from popular 

culture. Show image of Warhols Coca Cola and read quote: 

“What's great about this country is that America started the 

tradition where the richest consumers buy essentially the same 

things as the poorest. You can be watching TV and see Coca Cola, 

and you know that the President drinks Coca Cola, Liz Taylor 

drinks Coca Cola, and just think, you can drink Coca Cola, too. A 



coke is a coke and no amount of money can get you a better coke 

than the one the bum on the corner is drinking. All the cokes are 

the same and all the cokes are good. Liz Taylor knows it, the 

President knows it, the bum knows it, and you know it.– The 

Philosophy of Andy Warhol: (From A to B and Back Again), 1975.” 

Ask students: Does this quote hold true today? What 

similarities do you the 1960’s and 2007 have? Are ideas of 

consumerism the same?  

Ask students “Andy Warhol has a famous quote that he known 

for. Does anyone know what it is?” (A. “In the future, 

everyone will be famous for 15 minutes”) What does this 

quote mean? How does this quote go along with Andy Warhols 

philosophy on popular culture? 

Do you think this quote is true? What is makes someone 

famous? Do you need to have a lot of money, expensive 

house, cars, and things to be famous?   

Closure: “Does anyone have any questions about Pop Art that 

we have not discussed?” 

Think about what the purpose of the Pop Art movement was 

and how it relates to today. Think of the purpose of the 

movement and if you think these artists achieved their 

goal.   

Fill out this worksheet with the remaining time in class or 

take it home for homework. 



Extension: 

Create a brainstorming web to go along with Pop Art. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pop Art 

Name 3 distinguishing features of Pop Art. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Name 3 people who Andy Warhol would paint in 2008. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Name 3 objects that Andy Warhol would paint in 2008. 

1. 

2. 

3. 



Tell me 3 things you know know that you didn’t know before. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

From the images you have seen today do you like Pop Art? 

Explain why or why not. 

 

 

 

 

Kelly Kelley                                      Lesson 2 

Grade 6 

50-minute period 

Lesson Plan Title: What is Art? 

Overview: To have a discussion about what or who 

constitutes something as art. 

Guiding Questions: Who decides what is art and what is not? 

Why? 

Standards Addressed: 

Standard 2. Elements and Principles of design 

3. Observation, Abstraction, Invention, & Expression 

4. Drafting, revising, and exhibiting 

5. Critical response 

Strand 6. Purposes of the arts 



8. Concepts of style, stylistic influences, and stylistic 

change 

10. Interdisciplinary connections 

Objective: Students will engage in a conversation about 

“What is art?” They will use critical thinking skills to 

debate a point of view. Students will use communication 

skills and vocabulary to talk about art.  Students will 

gain an understanding of aesthetic beauty and how beauty is 

in the eye of the beholder. 

Assessment: After the discussion students will be asked to 

think about their views of “what is art” pre and post 

discussion. They should briefly write in their art journal 

what their views are and if they changes their minds after 

the days’ lesson. Students will be encouraged to share any 

significant revelations.  

Vocabulary: 

Aesthetic  

Pop art 

Taste vs. Bias 

Required Materials: Images of artwork from different genres 

including but not limited to Pop Art, Renaissance, 

Impressionism and Dada. Also images of architecture, 

commercial products, and objects from nature. 



Engaging Experience: Students will be given ground rules 

for this exercise 

1. There is no right or wrong answer 

2. Be respectful of other peoples opinions 

3. Be prepared to back up your opinion 

4. Listen to others even if you do not agree 

Students will also be told about taste vs. bias when it 

comes to opinions. An example such as music or food can be 

given to let them understand the difference better.  

Lesson Activity: Students will be broken into small groups 

and disbursed around the room. (4-6 per group) The teacher 

should try to place students in groups that will allow 

challenging and intellectual conversation between members. 

Each group will receive an envelope with 6 images. Each 

group will examine the pictures and begin a discussion 

about what images are art and what is not art. They need to 

explain why they think so. Each member of the group should 

have a chance to speak their opinions. Once all group 

members have had a chance to speak the group will then 

divide in 2. Each group will choose 1 work that they 

believe is art and they will have to debate the other 

members of the group. All students will be expected to 

participate and contribute to the debate and defending 

their artwork.  



Closure: One member of the group will take a leadership 

role by becoming the group spokesperson. There may also be 

team spokespeople if comfortable. Each group will be asked 

to have the spokesperson tell the class which 2 works were 

chosen for their debate. They will tell some good points 

each side had about why that image was art.  

I will then lead the class in a brief discussion about how 

no one thing constitutes what art is and how art and beauty 

is in the eye of the beholder.  

 

Extension: If any group is finished debating their picture 

they may swap images and debate on a different image, or 

keep the same image and debate another team. If students 

would prefer to work alone they may do the Art or Not Art 

handout. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelly Kelley                                     Lesson 3 

Grade 6 

45-Minute period 

Lesson Title: Pop Art Brainstorm & template 

Overview: Students will brainstorm objects from popular 

culture today. They will vote as a class on what object 

they would like to reproduce. Students will draw the object 

to create a template for the large installation Pop art. 

Guiding Questions: If Campbells soup was a popular consumer 

product in the 1960’s what would be a popular product in 

2008? 

Standards Addressed: 

Standard 3. Observation, Abstraction, Invention, Expression 

4. Drafting, revising, Exhibiting 



Strand 6. Purposes of the arts 

Concepts of Style. Stylistic influences, and stylistic 

change 

9. Inventions, technologies, and the arts 

10. Interdisciplinary connections 

Objectives: Students will brainstorm objects from popular 

culture today. They will they will have to decide on what 1 

object they would like to use for a large installation art 

piece. Students should be able to make the connection of 

items popular in 1960 vs. 2008. Students will create a 

simple line drawing of an object that was voted on by the 

class. 

 Pre-Assessment: Students will be asked “What is Pop Art?” 

“What are some characteristics of Pop Art?” “Who is a 

famous Pop Artist?” 

Assessment-Teacher will use questioning to ensure 

connections are made of Pop art 1960 to 2008. Teacher will 

also use student participation as a means of assessment. 

 

Vocabulary- 

Pop Art 

Template 



Required Materials: Paper, pencil, eraser, chalk, 

chalkboard, Andy Warhol prints of Coca cola & Campbell’s 

soup cans 

Lesson Activity 

Step1: Students will be shown Andy Warhols’ Campbell’s soup 

cans and reminded of what Pop Art is. Students will be 

given a paper and pencil and asked to brainstorm as many 

things that define popular culture today. Some prompt that 

may help students who are struggling with ideas are: 

“It is your birthday next week and money is no object, what 

would you ask for?” “ Who is your favorite celebrity?”     

“ What is the one object you could not live without?”       

“ Think of something you use on a daily basis” 

Once students have had a chance to finish their brainstorm 

then I will go around the room and ask them what they 

wrote. I will begin a master list on chalkboard. Once 

everyone has contributed all of their ideas then I will ask 

students to choose their top 3 items from the list. I will 

also tell them to keep in mind that it needs to be 

something that they can draw. Each student will tell me 

their top 3 and I will tally up duplicates (eg. Cell phone, 

I-pod)  The item with the top number of votes will be the 

object for our installation Pop art. 



Closure: Students will return pencils and erasers. They 

will be told that next class they will begin to create 

their own individual Pop art that will eventually be a part 

of a larger piece that will be displayed in the school. 

Step 2: 

Students will be given a piece of white paper and pencil 

and asked to draw the object that was voted on in the past 

class. Emphasize that it needs to be a simple line drawing. 

I will tell them to “ Think of it like a coloring page from 

a coloring book that you are creating”. Each student will 

make a coloring page of the same object. Once complete I 

will choose a few drawings that will work best for the art 

piece. I will have the students vote on what drawing they 

like the best. Everyone will be using the same “coloring 

page” to create the final installation piece. By the next 

class I will make photocopies of this page and the students 

will use it as a template to create their own Andy Warhol 

inspired Modern Pop Art.  

Closure: Students will return pencils and erasers. They 

will be told that next class they will begin to create 

their own individual Pop art that will eventually be a part 

of a larger piece that will be displayed in the school. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelly Kelley                                   Lesson 4 

Grade 6 

3 45-Minute periods 

Lesson Title: Modern Pop Art 

Overview: Students will create a piece of modern pop art. 

Guiding Questions: Who can name a characteristic of Pop 

Art? 

Standards Addressed: 

Standard 1. Media, material, and techniques 

2. Elements & principles of design 

3. Observation, abstraction, invention, and expression  

4. Drafting, revising, and exhibiting 

5. Critical response 

Strand 6. Purposes of the arts 



7. Roles of artists in communities 

8. Concepts of style, stylistic influence, and stylistic 

change 

9. Inventions, technologies and the arts 

10. Interdisciplinary connections 

Objectives: Students will use a modern object to create a 

large Andy Warhol inspired Pop art piece. Students will 

experiment with multiple media and materials to create a 

unique piece of art. 

Assessment: Students final piece will be assessed on 

Creativity, Craftsmanship, and effort.  

Vocabulary: 

Multi-Media 

Required Materials: wide variety of art materials including 

but not limited to markers, crayons, colored pencil, 

pencil, erasers, scissors, paint, 18x24 colored 

construction paper for the full class, additional colored 

scrap paper, glitter, yarn etc. 

Engaging Experience: Students will be shown examples of 

works from years past as well as photographs of the piece 

as a large installation from years past. Students will be 

shown the blank object photocopy and reminded that it is 

like a page from a coloring book. They will be told that 

they can and should use a variety of materials and to feel 



free to experiment. Students will be told that they can 

make as many of these as they wish but they must have at 

least 6. No more than 2 of the 6 should be done with the 

same material unless it is a mixed media. Students are 

encouraged to think outside of the box to make their work 

unique. It does not need to be representational art. 

Lesson Activity: Students will work throughout the period 

creating as many unique images as possible. Students will 

experiment with multiple materials and art techniques. (Eg: 

resist, splatter, collage) 

Closure: Students will be directed to stop and clean up 

with 5 minutes remaining in the period. They should return 

all materials to the appropriate places and place any wet 

art work on the drying rack. Students should place their 

dry, finished pieces in their folder with their name on the 

back. All folders will be put away in the class cubbie.  

 

Extensions: When students finish all 6 pieces and choose 

not to create any more they may choose to do any of the 

Enrichment/extension activities provided. 

(Art or Not art, Research some Pop Art worksheet,15 minutes 

of fame worksheet, Pop features worksheet) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelly Kelley                                      Lesson 5 

Grade 6 

55-minute period 

Lesson Title: Welcome to the Gallery 

Overview: Students will have the opportunity to exhibit and 

critique their work. 

Guiding Questions: These questions will be asked at the 

start of the critique.  

“Do you like your work when it was individual or do you 

like it better when it is part of the large class exhibit? 

Why?” 

Standards Addressed: 

Standard 1. Media, material, and techniques 

2. Elements & principles of design 

3. Observation, abstraction, invention, and expression  

4. Drafting, revising, and exhibiting 



5. Critical response 

Strand 6. Purposes of the arts 

7. Roles of artists in communities 

8. Concepts of style, stylistic influence, and stylistic 

change 

10. Interdisciplinary connections 

Objective: Students will gain an appreciation for the 

process of preparing work for exhibition. Students will use 

knowledge of Pop art to engage in a discussion about the 

piece as a whole and what individual pieces they like and 

why. 

 Assessment: Students will fill out the attached worksheet 

for homework. Teacher will use this as an assessment tool 

to see if students retained the knowledge of Pop art as 

well as how they can communicate what they have learned. 

Vocabulary: 

Critique 

Required Materials: Duct tape, Colored construction paper 

18x24, glue sticks 

Engaging Experience: Students will be told that today they 

will work in an art gallery. Their responsibilities include 

setting up displays and being knowledgeable about the work. 

They are also responsible for speaking to other gallery 



members in a professional manner and should be able to back 

up their opinions. 

Lesson Activity: Students will lie out their 6 individual 

Pop Art pieces. They will choose 4 of their favorite that 

will be put on display. Students will then take an 18x24 

piece of colored construction paper and evenly place their 

work on it. They will then use a glue stick to secure the 

items down. Once all students are done they will be 

escorted to the “ gallery” (cafeteria). Once in the 

cafeteria they will make rolls of duct tape and place it on 

the back of the work. Students will begin to create a line 

where they will begin installing their artwork. Students 

will be told to place them side-by-side and there shouldn’t 

be any space between them.  

Once all individual works have been placed on display 

students will be asked to walk up and down the piece 

looking at each piece individually and to look at the piece 

as a whole. They will be instructed to think about what 

they like or dislike and why.  

Students will be instructed to take a seat and the teacher 

will begin the critique by letting students know that they 

need to be respectful of other works, offer suggestions for 

improvement, or be able to back up their opinions. The 

teacher will begin the critique by asking students what 



they liked or disliked and why. Once all have offered an 

opinion that cares to share. Ask students what they like 

better, their individual work or the work as a whole. Ask 

them if they were to do it again would they do it 

differently.  

Closure: Teacher will continue questioning as closure to 

the unit. Does this resemble Andy Warhol’s Pop art to you? 

Do you think we successfully achieved the goal of creating 

a modern piece of Pop Art? Why or why not?  

Homework 

 

You are in the cafeteria (gallery) during lunch when one of 

your friends asks ‘What is that?” How will you respond to 

them? How will you explain the purpose and meaning of the 

work? What you did to create it and why is it there? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Anchor Piece 

 



      100 Campbell Soup cans 

        Artist:  Andy Warhol 


